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was at once brought to bear on the local authorities,
tempting accounts were spread abroad of the
profits to be made from piece-work, and dire
threats were held out of what the great British
Government would do to those who refused to take
advantage of their benevolence. These steps had
immediate effect. By the 3ist December the
number of workmen had increased to eleven hun-
dred, and by the 22nd January to over two thou-
sand. Ten out of the fifty thousand feet of the
bund had been thrown up, and if all went well the
remaining forty thousand should be completed in
a fortnight.
But now for the first time Nature took a hand,
and made a determined effort to spoil the game.
Heavy rain fell for four days on end, from the 22nd
to the 26th January, and brought all work to a
standstill. I have already described the effect of
rain upon the alluvium of the Basrah district, which
puts earthwork quite out of the question, as the
turned-up soil clings to the spade and cannot be
dislodged, even if it could be carried through the
morass to the place where it is wanted. Even
under cover life is almost intolerable and without
shelter it is impossible, but no shelter had been
provided for the wretched workmen. In spite of
his failure to fulfil the terms of his contract, the
original contractor had been kept on,* and the
impressed labour had been put under his charge as
if he had produced it himself. He was quite un-
able to cope with the increased numbers and
apparently made no effort to do so. He did not
even pay small daily wages while the men had to
remain idle, but even if this had been done it is
doubtful whether a retaining fee of eight annas a